Making Your National History Day A Capstone 

Working Smarter, Not Harder

Ideas:

1) Introduce the Capstone and History Day topic in June of the 9th grade year

2) Have middle school students come to the high school during History Day and have Capstone students present or have high school students go to middle school to present

3) Have students compose core question over the summer and have 10th grade teachers collect core question 

4) Core question will have to focus on what avenue students will take to share project
5) 10th grade History teachers should plan on introducing the concept of the Annotated Bibliography during the first few weeks of school so that students know what is expected of them
6) Attach Freshman summer assignment to History website

7) Ask Guidance to add History summer assignment to bottom of the report card

8) Add a link to CHS Capstone Resources about how to turn your History Day project into a Capstone

9) Stress to students if they are going to turn History Day into Capstone, they must work individually

 Core Question

In order to use History Day as a Capstone, your core question needs to address what avenue you will use to share what you have learned.

Some examples of how you can share your work:

1) Go to the Senior Center and present your work

2) Set up your project at the public library and hold a Q & A session

3) Take your research to an elementary school and share your expertise with the students

I. A Core Question Is…

· Based on your interests and this year’s History Day Topic Innovation and Impact in History

· Clearly states as a question

· Open-ended and exploratory

· Directed towards a path to new knowledge

· Related to real world issues

My Core Question is…How can a Coventry High School Student____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Overview of your project plans: Write a brief description of your project plan.  In your description, identify the research that you plan to pursue and describe the problem that your Capstone project will solve.  If more space is needed, attach a separate sheet to this worksheet.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
You are not the first student to turn your History Day into a Capstone.  It has been done before and here are some examples of previous successful History Day/Capstone projects

	History Day Topic
	Turned into Capstone

	· History of Providence Performing Arts Center and its impact on Rhode Island
· Studied Billie Jean King as an important individual in History

	· Student took her exhibit to PPAC and presented to a theater audience during intermission
· Presented her exhibit at the Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport

	· Researching the history of photography and its impact on society  


	· Presenting your photography exhibit to a group of elementary students

· Setting up a webcam and allowing senior citizens or students to interview you about the impact of photography

	· History Day topic was conflict and compromise and student researched the Cambodian Genocide 

	· Invited guest speakers who were experts in the field to come to CHS
· Student contacted speaker, booked the auditorium, and coordinated the schedule


SAMPLE TOPICS FOR HISTORY DAY 2009-2010 
INNOVATION AND IMPACT IN HISTORY

• Longbow or the Stirrup or Gunpowder: Revolutionizing Warfare

• Metallurgy: Transforming Agricultural, Military and Artistic Tools

• Irrigation: Urbanization of Communities

• Ox Drawn Plow: Opening Trade, Transporting Goods

• Electrum: Standard Unit of Measure

• Anesthesia: Improving Surgery, Improving Health

• Waterwheel: Harnessing Energy

• The Compass and Exploration

• Lateen Sails: Sailing Against the Wind

• Gatlin Gun or Repeating Rifle: Faster than a Speeding Bullet

• Telescope: Bringing the Stars into Focus

• Gutenberg Press: Spreading Literacy to the Masses

• Heliocentric Solar System: Centering our Thoughts on Astronomy

• Mercator’s Projection: A Grid of Directions

• The Sextant: Guided by the Stars

• Barometer: Under Pressure

• Pendulum Clock: Measuring Time

• Telegraph: Communicating through Code

• The Steam Engine: Faster and Stronger

• Spinning Jenny: Automation of Weaving

• Canning: Preserving Food

• Cotton Gin: Expanding Production and Slavery

• Automated Loom: Speed Weaving

• Transcontinental Railroad: Linking a Continent

• Electricity: Shedding Light

• Photography: Capturing Time

• Refrigeration: Cold Storage

• The Reaper: Slicing through Labor Costs

• Sewing Machine: Seamless Production

• Dynamite: Exploding and Expanding Construction Projects

• Plastics: The Gift that Won’t Stop Giving

• Internal Combustion Engine: Speed and Energy

• Telephone: Communication Connection

• X-Ray: Seeing through the Future

• Household Vacuum: Cleaning Up

• Airplanes: Transforming Transportation: Connecting the World

• Polio Vaccine: New Hope

• Laser Technology: Curing without Cutting

• Barbed Wire: Fencing the Future

