Process Paper


Our history teacher assigned the National History Day topic of an “Individual in History” to our class in September of 2008.  We quickly brainstormed our desired goals and interests for a topic.  While conducting some preliminary research on possible topics, we soon discovered that some topics presented more challenges than others in finding adequate sources. We finally decided our National History Day project would be on President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his political influence on the Great Depression in America.  We chose FDR because we both have an interest in politics and economics.  

Our research began at home with the Internet and several history books on the economic aspects of American history.  With so many secondary sources available online, our topic seemed to be quite overwhelming.  We were able to find economic statistics and charts of the ever-changing economy during the Depression. We were also able to find transcripts and debates on many government Acts passed at this time, such as the Social Security Act and National Industrial Recovery Act. We were also able to obtain recordings of some of FDR’s fireside chats.  
We then went to the Coventry Public Library and found numerous books on our topic. These texts provided us with hundreds of primary sources including quotes, letters, and speeches by American citizens affected by the Depression.  Along with many articles and letters we were also able to find hundreds of pictures and historical newspapers about daily events during the Depression.

After completing our research we decided to create an exhibit. We concluded that an exhibit would be the best way to organize and portray the information we wanted to share about the success of FDR’s impact on the Great Depression in the United States.  We designed the backboard out of an enlarged photograph of Hooverville. Next, we chose articles and quotes from the historical newspapers and pictures taken at this time to emphasize the effect of the discussed Acts introduced by FDR’s administration. These newspaper clippings discussed the direct effects of the bills in an honest and unbiased way. These primary materials proved to be invaluable to our project. 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt proved to be an invaluable asset in solving America’s economic crises during the 1930’s, thus cementing his importance during the Depression, but also in America’s history.  FDR’s New Deal programs, especially those pieces passed during his “First One Hundred Days”, had a positive impact on the Depression.  Government agencies and administrations like the CCC, the TVA, the WPA, and the NRA created thousands of new jobs and yielded much needed revenue for the country.  FDR also solved America’s banking calamity and the conflicts between employees and employers.  His political and leadership skills, as well as his contact with the American public, prompted much needed efficiency in Congress and support around the nation.  In addition to saving the United States from its worst economic crisis in history, his political actions thus bolstered the influence of the federal government in financial affairs for years to come. 
