My topic for National History Day is Louis Armstrong. I chose this topic because I am interested in the effects that this pioneer of the black music industry had on musical history, as well as Civil Rights history. I am deeply interested in music and knew that I should choose something along the lines of music history. I knew that Louis Armstrong greatly influenced the genre of jazz, as well as pop music. I also knew that Armstrong had a great deal of influence on later artists and musical groups. Not only did he influence the world of music, but also his work triggered a spark of acceptance for blacks in America. The spark later became the fire of the Modern Civil Rights movement. 


To obtain the proper research for my project I had to make sure that I was using a variety of different sources. I started at my local library and used every book about Louis Armstrong that the library had. Using those books was how I found most of the personal facts about Armstrong’s life and music career. I realized that I would need to expand my research to learn more about the events that were happening in Civil Rights history, as well as in Louis Armstrong’s life. I went to online databases, looked at newspaper articles, as well as listened to radio broadcasts. From interviews I learned more about Louis Armstrong and racism. For example, Armstrong performed at a jazz festival in Rhode Island at the beginning of his career and was not let into a party because he was African American. 

I started off thinking that I was going to do an exhibit for my National History Day project. However, I also love to perform and sing. After talking to my history teacher, and thinking about what I could possibly do with a performance for my project, I realized that a performance would mostly likely be the best approach to communicate the ideas and information I had gathered about Louis Armstrong. I selected songs written by Armstrong that reflected changes in African History. My performance integrates Armstrong’s personal history with the progression of African American Civil Rights advances. I communicate my thesis while portraying a student who is instructing a class about Louis Armstrong and how he influenced both music history and Civil Rights history.


Louis Armstrong is an important individual in history. Not only did he impact the growth and substance of Jazz music, but he also impacted the Civil Rights movement. His individual achievements influenced musicians, and more importantly society towards accepting African Americans in many professions. As African Americans were becoming more accepted in the music industry they were also becoming more accepted in society. Armstrong had much to do with that acceptance.
