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Principally Speaking… 
 
    Faculty and students at Washington Oak School are busy working and learning 
together.  We are in the process of conducting “walkthroughs” in our classrooms.  We 
have been busy visiting classrooms and collecting and analyzing data.  Our students are 
very eager to share what they are learning about in their subjects.  I would also like to 
encourage our parents to attend Principal’s Coffee Hour on Tuesday, February 7th.  Each 
month we meet in the conference room to review the calendar of month’s activities and 
discuss PTA upcoming events.  Parents ask questions regarding teaching and learning 
and then make visits for approximately 15 minutes to their child’s classroom to view 
teaching and learning in action. 
   In addition, if you would like to become a member of our school-wide P.B.I.S. (positive, 
behavior, intervention, support system) please email me.  We are always looking for 
parents to join our committee.  We would like to have one parent per grade level on this 
committee and we encourage you to join if you are available. We ask that you continue to 
send in your parent wallaby slips to school so that children can participate in our weekly 
wallaby drawings.  This partnership is very important as we work to improve our 
home/school connection. 
   Our students in grades 4 and 5 will take the West Ed. School Survey sponsored by the 
Department of Education on Thursday and Friday, February 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 with their 

classmates.  This data will be used to guide school improvement efforts.  If you have not 
completed a parent survey please do so by February 16

th
.  To take the survey, go to online 

to www.surveyworks.ride.ri.gov and click on “take survey”.  The code for our school is 
WAVE.  If you don’t have access to the internet or prefer to take the paper copy, please 
send in a note to the office and Mrs. Springer will send one home with your child.  
   Our students continue to perform good deeds into the month of February.  Once again  
Mrs. O’Connell will be collecting Valentines for Vets.  She will deliver these by February 
10th, so if you would like to make a Valentine at home, drop it in the box in the front foyer.   
Students may also wear red, pink and white to school on Valentine’s Day. 
   We will also hold a “Feinstein Spirit Day” on February 3rd.  Students bring in a dollar and 
dress in their favorite Patriot attire.  Students will also be writing a good deed they have 
performed to display on a bulletin board in the cafeteria.  If you are picking up your child 
feel free to view the wonderful deeds that our students have completed.  We have a great 
bunch of children at WOS who are always willing to assist others! 
   “Jump Rope for Heart” will begin on February 13

th
.  Mrs. Shirley Hall, our new physical 

education teacher will be sending home more information for this event. 
 
 

Working and Learning Together, 

Dr. Donna M. Raptakis, Principal 

http://www.surveyworks.ride.ri.gov/


 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
Wednesday, February 1  
 
Thursday, February 2  Groundhog Day 
 West Ed. Survey (Gr. 4&5 students) 
 
Friday, February 3 Feinstein Spirit Day - Go Pats!  

West Ed. Survey (Gr. 4&5 students) 
 
Tuesday, February 7 Principal’s Coffee Hour 9:10-10:00 
 Walkthroughs 
Wednesday, February 8 Molar Express Team Visits 
Thursday, February 9 PTA meeting 6:30 p.m. in Library 
 
Friday, February 10       PBIS Popcorn Day 
    
Monday, February 13 Jump Rope for Heart begins! 
 
Tuesday, February 14      Happy Valentineôs Day! 
 Wear Red, Pink and White! 
 
Friday, February 17 Dr. Gordon school dentist visits for  
         Dental screening 
 
Monday, February 20-  No School - Winter Vacation 
Friday, February 24 
 
   

 



News from the Art Studio!    
   5th graders are starting a unit on abstract art after finishing their printing unit.  
We will be focusing on Pablo Picasso and his contribution to modern art. 
   4th graders should be looking at animals and studying their behavior for an art 
project that requires a drawing of their favorite animal! I hope they make a good 
impression! 
   3rd grade will begin the study of stain glass windows. They will begin to 
understand how colors compliment each other in design. 
   2nd grade is beginning their famous American portraits through a study of 
Rhode Islands’ own RISD Museum! And are working on patterns in nature! 
   1st grade is studying the life and works of the famous Dutch artist Vincent Van 
Gogh. A floral masterpiece will be their focus as they begin to paint with tempera. 
   Thank you for all the donations of egg cartons, they are greatly appreciated! 
We will be starting the Art To Remember  Magnet program where your child’s 
original artwork is transformed into gifts and keepsakes. Mrs. Carlu 
 
  

      
Reading News 
     Our computer program Raz-Kids has been renewed.  If reading students have 
any questions regarding how to use this program at home please have them stop 
by the reading department. Please take advantage of this opportunity to have 
your child read a variety of books at his/her reading level. Washington Oak is 
very fortunate to have this program. We thank Dr. Raptakis for providing this 
program for our students. 
     Just a reminder, some students may be tested to mark their reading progress.  
Students may be asked to read a story orally and then respond to questions 
verbally or in written form.  This assessment is called the DRA ―Developmental 
Reading Assessment‖.   
In addition, all students will be screened on basic reading skills to ensure 
adequate progress is being made by all students. 
     As a result of our school-wide screening some of our intervention groups may 
be entering or exiting students.  We continue to carefully monitor all students who 
have been receiving reading services and will address any additional areas of 
need that may arise. Listening to your children read and reading to your children 
continue to be one of the greatest sources of motivation for young readers!  Keep 
up the great work at home! Mrs. Coen will be out on maternity leave and Mrs. 
Saucier will be taking her place until she returns. 

Happy Reading! Mrs. Limoges,Lukowicz, Mrs. Coen, Mrs. Saucier 



 

 
Music News 
   We have a new face in music class!  Mr. Feroce from the University of Rhode 
Island is working with us until the beginning of March. We welcome him! He is 
preparing some wonderful lessons to share with our students. 
   General News: Grades K-5 sang songs for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Dr. King 
knew most of these songs himself or quoted some of the lyrics from these songs 
in his famous speeches. Grades 3-5 started practicing America the Beautiful and 
a lower harmony part for it in preparation for the chorus singing at the Providence 
Bruins on Sunday, March 4 at 3:45 p.m. Permission slips and information on 
tickets went home this past week. Chorus students should dress in black and 
white and arrive at the Dunkin’ Donuts Center at 3 p.m. ALL FAMILIES ARE 
WELCOME TO PURCHASE TICKETS AND COME SUPPORT THE CHORUS 
AND ENJOY THE GAME!  Please remember that singers also need a ticket! 
The ticket flyer will also be sent out over the list serv next week. If you should 
need another printed form please stop in the office.   

All tickets will be ordered by February 15th.   
   Grade 4 and 5 students are working on a rhythm unit exploring beats and their 
subdivisions. They have enjoyed using the rhythm card game and playing the 
African drums. Grade 4 recorder students are choosing new recorder belts: either 
Harry Potter theme or Mozart’s Eine Kleine Nacht Musik. Grade 3 students are 
earning their blue recorder belt, When the Saints Go Marching In! Great job! We 
have many super recorder readers! They are also starting a patriotic music unit 
and learning about time signatures. Grade 2 discovered the musical form of 
Shoofly with two contrasting sections. They sang and analyzed the form of Free 
at Last for Martin Luther King Day. Kindergarten and Grade 1 rang in the New 
Year with our tone chimes. Grade 1 will be starting a unit on so and mi as they 
practice their singing and ear training skills.  Kindergarten practiced hearing how 
many music heart beats are in the words of the Mitten Song. Then they drew the 
correct number of music notes to match the rhythm from the song. Nice work 
counting the heart beats! 
   Band News – Band students are focusing this month on reading various types 
of rhythms, improving their reading of the melody notes, and trying some basic 
composition. They will also be highlighting a few composers from the pieces they 
are playing. Please try to be prepared every week and remember to 
PRACTICE!!!!. Mrs. St. Martin 
  



 
    
Physical Education News 
Dear Families, 
   During the month of January students in grades 1 and 2 have been 
participating in ball handling skills and lead-up games promoting fitness.  
Students are encouraged to be good sports and to have fun while being 
physically active.   
   Students in grades 3-5 have been practicing their basketball skills and have 
been playing basketball lead-up games.  The games help develop their skills, 
promote teamwork and good sportsmanship. 
   In February students in grades 1-5 in Mrs. Hall and Mr. Swanson’s classes will 
be invited to participate in Jump Rope for Heart program the week of February 
13th through February 17th.  A parent letter and envelope will be sent home with 
each student. Jump Rope for Heart is a community service opportunity designed 
to help students learn about the importance of making healthy choices to take 
care of their hearts, while helping the hearts of others by collecting donations for 
the research and educational programs of the American Heart Association.    
   Thank you in advance for your support. 
Mrs. Hall and Mr. Swanson 

 
 

   
      
 
PBIS News (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports) 
The children are continuing to earn wallaby slips each day. They are very proud 
of their accomplishments as are we. Please remember to continue to use our 
matrix expectations of being responsible, safe and respectful at home. The 
orange wallaby slips that were sent home are just for that reason. In addition, 
students should be dressed appropriately for outdoor recess with warm clothing 
as we will be going out for exercise and fresh air. Thank you for your 
cooperation! 
 
 
 
 



 Box Top Reminder: 
February 28th, 2012 another shipment of box tops will be sent to General Mills. 
We would appreciate all the box tops you have can collected be sent in before 
that date.  As you know box tops have an expiration date so we don’t want them 
to go to waste. With your help we will reach our goal of $3,500.00 for this year. 
We are over have way there so this can be done. 
Thank you for your support, 
Mrs. Daniels, Box Tops Coordinator 
 

     
 
 
Library News 
   Students in grade one have been reading Anansi the Spider stories to help 
learn how to identify character traits.  The boys and girls will work with a partner 
on the computers to complete a spider web quest. 
   Second grade students have been hard at work completing a Janelle Cannon 
author study, which includes answering questions on the Internet about bats and 
the book Stellaluna.  In grade three, we have just completed the book Flat 
Stanley. Next we will be working on a science web quest. Students in grades four 
and five have just begun a unit on Internet safety.  
Mrs. McDonald 
      
Feinstein News 
   We will hold a ―Feinstein Spirit Day‖ on February 3rd.  Students may wear their 
favorite NE Patriot attire and bring in $1.00.   In addition, students will also be 
writing a good deed they have performed to display on a bulletin board located in 
the cafeteria.  When you are picking up your child at the end of the day, feel free 
to view the wonderful deeds that our students have completed. 
   Mrs. O’Connell will also be collecting ―Valentines for Veterans‖ which will be 
delivered to the Veteran’s Hospital on February 10th.   If your child would like to 
make a card at home and place it in the Valentine Box in the front foyer it would 
be much appreciated.  We have a great bunch of children at WOS who are 
always willing to assist others. 

           
    
     



From the Health Office 
   Winter is still here and we are still dealing with the ―winter issues!‖  
We have been lucky that it has been a pretty mild winter compared to last year.  
We still are seeing strep throat cases and a few pneumonia cases since we 
came back to school after the holiday break.  Parents are asked to call the office 
when your child is out ill.  This helps us track what illnesses are going around the 
school.  We appreciate your consideration in this matter! 
   Students are still encouraged to cough and sneeze in their arm and to practice 
good hand washing techniques. 
   Parents should keep students home if they have a fever of 100 or above the 
following day, and remember to bring a doctor’s order to school to accompany 
any medication, even Tylenol, Motrin and cough drops. 
   Please send students to school with winter coats, mittens and hats on as they 
do go outside for lunch recess every day. 
   Dr Gordon the school dentist will be coming on Friday, February 17th to 
screen students who have not turned in their yellow dental card.  Students need 
to have a yearly dental screening on file to avoid seeing the school dentist.  Dr. 
Gordon only does screenings, any students needing a referral for further 
intervention will get a note sent home. 
   The West Bay Smiles, Molar Express Program, will be coming on February 8th 
to screen students that have signed up for the program.  They will return with the 
Molar Express Truck in May to do cleanings, sealants, etc. 
   As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your child, feel free to 
contact me at any time.  Let’s hope for a Happy Spring soon! 
 
Michelle Lamothe RN 
School Nurse Teacher 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 

 Pre-School News 
   January has been a busy month for all preschoolers.  They have learned about 
the letters Ww, Ii and Mm.  Students have become weather watchers and 
learned about water and ice.  Children made snowmen and practiced size 
concepts—large, medium and small—and positional concepts—top, middle and 
bottom.  They painted with ice cubes, played with snow and began learning 



about the properties of water.  Preschoolers used magnets and magnet wands to 
learn about objects that are attracted and not attracted by magnets.  Learning 
early science concepts is fun! 
   During February students will learn about letters Ll, Vv and Xx for love, 
Valentine’s Day and kisses.  The children practice patterning throughout the 
school year during the calendar segment of circle time.  This month they will 
make patterns with hearts and X and O to correspond with our letters of the week 
and Valentine’s Day.  They will continue to work with sorting by size, shape and 
color and ordering by size.  Preschoolers have been learning to recognize their 
own name and names of peers in print.  They will make Valentine mailboxes and 
exchange cards to practice this skill.  A class list of names will be sent home 
during the first week of February.   
   Let’s hope that the groundhog does not see his shadow and we continue to 
have a mild winter! 
Happy Valentine’s Day, 
Mrs. Ingham and Mrs. Marshall 
       
 
Kindergarten News 
This month we will be talking about the different "holidays" that occur throughout 
the month.  Groundhog Day, Valentine's Day, and the 100th Day Celebration will 
be taking center stage!  Academically, we will continue with our focus on 
reading.  We are now moving to apply the skills we have mastered to our reading 
and writing.  Please practice tapping to make words and continue to work on the 
sight words that have been sent home.  In math, we are working on number 
operations. We are also expanding beyond one to ten to include the teen 
numbers.   
Mrs. Schofield and Mrs. Tyree 
  
 

 
 

 
Grade 1 News 
   Finally we have snow!!!  Keep in mind that the children go outside whenever 
humanly possible.  Please make sure hats, gloves and boots are on our little 
ones. 
   In Math, we have just completed Unit 4, working with shapes and nonstandard 
measurement.  In a few days, we begin Unit 5.  We will focus on number 
representation to 100.  This includes math facts, comparing whole numbers, 
place value and mixing addition and subtraction equations together.  Also, we will 
revisit measurement, this time comparing weights.  We continue to need practice 
counting forward and backwards by 1, 5, and 10.  The first grade teachers would 
like to thank you for spending time on the unit reviews.  This is a great 
opportunity to see exactly what your child is learning and how they are doing.  
Remember to sign and return those Unit tests. 



   The first graders continue to do well in Reading.  We have a solid 
understanding of story elements and can pick the beginning, middle and end out 
of a narrative.  At this time of year we begin teaching different comprehension 
strategies in both narrative and expository texts.  Our most recent focus will be 
modeling for students and eventually having them analyze, in detail, where, 
when, why and how events, ideas and characters develop and interact over the 
course of a text.  When reading with your child please ask questions such as:  
―What is _____’s main problem in the story?‖  Give details from the story to 
support your answer.  ―How did ____ solve his/her problem?‖  Give details from 
the story to support your answer.  ―How did ______ change from the beginning to 
the end of the story?‖  ―What is the setting of the story?‖  Give details to support 
your answer.  
   We are also working to improve the details we give in a retell or when asked a 
question.  Have you heard your child read aloud lately? 
   We have also begun an integrated unit on the Polar Regions.  Incorporating 
technology, Reading, Math, Social Studies and Science, we will examine the 
climate, the people, how they live and of course the penguins and polar bears.  In 
Math we will compare our height in inches to an Emperor Penguins.  This unit 
had many exciting activities the children look forward to. 
Mrs. Viccione, Mrs. Patrie, Mrs. Bibeault, Mrs. McDonnell and Mrs. Lupino 

                       Think Spring!!!!!!!      
  
 
Grade 2 News 
   "Love Is In The Air" as we launch into February!  We hope you will enjoy this 
journey with your children as we integrate the world of shapes across content 
areas.  In Unit 5, the focus is on Geometry. Did you know that a valentine heart is 
a great shape to foster understanding around the concept of "symmetry". This is 
also one of our Math targets?  Please encourage your children to use their 
environment to explore the world of shapes. Students will find out that shapes 
are EVERYWHERE!!!!  Time, money, addition, and subtraction facts up to 18, 
are skills we trust you will continue to practice at home.  
   Have you noticed how unusual the weather has been this winter?  In Science, 
students are learning about weather concepts which are quite intriguing through 
the eyes of second graders. Perhaps you can find "teachable moments" to 
observe weather patterns.  Winter activities such as walking in the park, sledding, 
or even building a snowman, can pave the way for great conversation.  Of 
course, you will probably find yourselves sipping on a much needed cup of hot 
chocolate.... BRRRRRR!!!!!!   
   Later, the focus in Science will shift to "Pebbles, Sand, and Silt".  
Lastly, we thank you for your excellent level of help and support! 
 Mrs. Perry, Mrs. Sherman, Mrs. Easton, Mrs. O’Connell and Mrs. Nadrowski 
 



 

     
 
 
Grade 3 news 
   We will begin our next science unit titled: Light Energy.   Students are using 
scientific thinking processes to conduct investigations and write explanations: 
observing, communicating, comparing, and observing. The investigations in this 
kit introduce students to a variety of concepts about sound and light energy.  For 
example, students are: 

¶ Learning that light from the Sun is the source of most of the energy on Earth. 

¶ Learning that light energy travels in straight lines from a source.  

¶ Finding out how light can reflect from the surface of a mirror.  

¶ Learning that an object is seen only when light from that object enters an eye.  

¶ Learning that white light is a mixture of all colors of light, that matter can 
absorb and reflect light, and that a shadow is the dark area behind objects 
that block light.  

¶ Learning that the apparent color of an object is the result of the light it reflects; 
observe that the apparent colors of an object are affected by the color of light 
striking it. 

   Students are enthusiastic to discover the secrets of natural phenomena and 
are learning some very interesting things about light.   Is there anyone out there 
who uses light as part of their job?  Examples might include medical technology, 
photography, radar technology, etc.)  We would love to have visitors explain the 
practical applications of the science we are studying.  Please send a note to your 
child’s teacher if you have knowledge to share. 
   As part of the integrated reading, writing/language arts, and social studies 
program in 3rd grade, we are embarking on a Flat Stanley project.  Students 
listened to Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown.  In this humorous adventure story, a boy, 
named Stanley is squished ―flat as a pancake‖ when a bulletin board falls on him.  
Stanley winds up being very flat, but has some awesome adventures.  The 
students have created their own flat versions of themselves.  We will be mailing 
our flat people all over the United States and asking the recipients to take them 
on an adventure for a week.  Many people have kept little journals or taken 
pictures while at work or going about their daily activities with their flat guests.  
After the week visit, the flat person will be sent back to school.   
   At this point, all students should have brought a stamped and addressed 
envelope to school.  The children have made flat versions of themselves.  The 
entire project will be done in school.   As we receive the flat people back, we will 
be sharing adventures and tracking their travels on a map.  Your child will be 
assessed on their letter alone and not on what is received back.  This is a fun 



project, with great learning implications in reading/language arts and social 
studies, that students love doing year after year!!  
   As always, we want to thank you for your support and cooperation. Mrs. Conti, 
Mrs. Bacon, Mrs. Estrela and Mrs. Gallagher  

           
Grade Four News
  
   All classes will be working with the new science kit on electricity.  This is a 
hand on kit that the children really enjoy.  They will discover two different types of 
circuits used in their homes, what conductors and insulators are and how to 
troubleshoot problems when they arise.  They will also participate in inquiry tasks 
throughout the kit. 
   Directions for the 2nd trimester book report were distributed.  Please follow the 
calendar to help keep your child on track to completing the project on time.  Final 
reports are due on March 7th.  February vacation is an excellent time for students 
to complete the book report and puppet. 
   Our next unit in math is underway.  We are studying decimals in the context of 
money, metric and standard measurement and will continue with subtraction and 
multiplication as well as division.  Please continue to have your child study nightly 
to help keep these skills fresh. 
Mr. Jacques, Mrs. Costa, Mrs. Kiernan, Mrs. Hammer and Mrs. Almeida 
 
    

      
Grade 5 News 
   In Social Studies, students have finished studying the European explorers and 
trade routes.  Currently, we are teaching science through the Biomes program.  
Students have been introduced to various species of marine life in a presentation 
by a biologist from The Biomes Marine Biology Center.  Throughout the month 
they will observe these organisms in our classroom fish tank.   
   Biography Project: Students have been assigned a biography book report and 
interview project. Directions and expectations have been discussed in class and 
packets have been sent home. The parent letter needs to be signed and 
returned. Biography books need to be on the appropriate reading level. Students 
need to present their books to their reading/language arts teacher for approval by 
Friday, February 3rd. Book reports and interview questions are due 
Wednesday, March 14th. Students should be prepared this day for the 
Biography Talk Show. This is a fun and education way of learning about some 
amazing people. Refer to the parent letter and student packet for more 
information. 
   Finally, we would like to remind students that it is their responsibility to see their 
teachers regarding make-up work after being absent.  Assignments are written 



down and papers are put aside for absent students, and most students are very 
conscientious about completing this work and turning it in.  For their own benefit, 
all students must be conscientious about this policy.  
 
Mrs. McKinney, Mrs. Pullano, Mr. Colomb, Mr. Greenwood and Mrs. Schart 
 
 


